Newsletter #4: Preparing for
the Public Release
Welcome to the fourth edition of the i3-MARKET newsletter!

The coordinators' foreword
Preparing for the Public Release of the Backplane!
2021 has been a di cult year globally, but the i3-MARKET partners have
worked hard to minimise the impact of the pandemic. We successfully
released the rst version of the Backplane internally in the second half of
the year and are now very close to being able to release the second
version, which will be available publicly for trials and testing.
This is an important milestone for our project and represents the
culmination of the rst 24 months of research. The Backplane will be
shared with the developer community and open source platforms to
allow for user testing and to gather feedback, alongside the pilots that
will also be running tests.
Thanks to all the partners who helped get us this far, and we're looking
forward to seeing v2 in action!
In this edition, you will learn about i3-MARKET's launch of the
Backplane, i3-MARKET research and Open Source Platform and our
participation in events, as well as meeting more of the consortium
partners.

Launch of the i3-MARKET Open Source Platform
The i3-MARKET Open Source platform is now online, and showcases the
building blocks, artifacts and SDK behind the i3-MARKET Backplane. It will
allow the developer community to begin connecting to data
marketplaces through the Backplane.
In the words of Dr Martin Serrano, of Insight Centre, the Backplane
provides the support tools to promote a joint ecosystem for uni ed
European data marketplaces and data spaces, that can address the
diverse needs that the demand side for data markets and spaces
creates, and as a service provides a one-size- ts-all solution. And soon
you will be able to try it!
We believe that releasing our software in this way will make big data
more accessible for European SMEs, as well as make their own data
more valuable, thereby accelerating the Digital Transformation and
growth of Europe's Digital Economy. You can learn more about how Big
Data and Data Marketplaces can power Europe's Digital Transformation
through our EBDVF and Digital Around the World events, below!
Visit the Platform!

SME Workshop to take place January 31 - Registration
Open Soon
i3-MARKET will be hosting a demonstration workshop, where the
components of the backplane will be explained, and the audience will
learn how they can connect to the backplane to improve their use of
data.
Focusing on the barriers that SMEs have previously identi ed as making
it harder for them to bene t from Europe's data economy, the
demonstrations will show how companies can access organised,
interoperable data through the backplace; how they can use the
backplane to nd a greater market for their own data; and how the
backplane ensures greater trust, privacy and security for data
transactions between European companies.
More Information - Register Here Soon

Project Library - i3 Market
You can now visit the i3-MARKET research library to understand the
technical details behind the construction of the Backplane!
Included in the library are the scienti c publications that the project has
produced, and the public and upcoming deliverables that showcase the
research and design phases of the project so far.

Visit the Library!

i3-MARKET at the European Big Data Value Forum
In a workshop at the European Big Data Value Forum, the i3-MARKET
partners explored how data and data marketplaces can be opened up to
European SME and Entrepreneurs through the use of new technologies.
The workshop featured demonstrations of the i3-MARKET components,
highlighting how the companies can connect with the backplane to begin
nding more datasets for their own use, and selling their data to more
customers.
Project Coordinator Martin Serrano highlighted how greater access to
data and data marketplaces can be a driver of Europe's digital
transformation, an accelerating process that will drastically alter the way
that companies do business.
You can watch the video of the session below (the i3-MARKET session
starts at 4:58:53!)
Read the full recap of the event →

Digital Around the World 2021
i3-MARKET hosted a Workshop at the Digital Around the World 21, a 24
hour event with participants from all over the world discussing
technology and digital trends. Our workshop discussed Europe's digital
transformation and how big data and data marketplaces could help
European SMEs take advantage of this transformation, and Achille Zappa
showcased how the i3-MARKET Backplane could be a tool to power this
transformation.
Read the full recap of the event →

The 4th Workshop on Interoperability and Open-Source Solutions for the Internet of
Things focused on addressing the fragmentation and lack of interoperability
in European data markets, bringing together the community of industry
players, stakeholders and open source communities.
The main objective of the event was to exchange experiences and ideas with
the IoT and Data communities as well as contribute to build new knowledge
analyzing open issues and identify gaps on interoperability, architectural
principles, marketplaces and standardization for future.
It featured the voice of industrial experts, by providing an environment
where attendees had the opportunity to explore interoperability solutions
stemming from research and innovation projects and showcase practical
experiences on interoperable IoT solutions and promote open-source
solutions.
Read More and View the Recording

Partner Spotlight
In this edition, get to know Guardtime, who are using their engineering
expertise to help secure the i3-MARKET backplane.

Guardtime AS is a system engineering company, engaged in R&D in
hash-based cryptography. Guardtime’s core technology – KSI blockchain
technology – enables its customers to know and be able to forensically
prove whether any part of their systems or stored electronic data and
logs have been changed. Guardtime has a team of 200 cryptographers,
developers and security architects, with decades of experience
defending networks from nation-state attack. Guardtime is also
providing anti-tamper hardware for accessing the KSI.
Additionally, Guardtime is o ering cyber range and training services in
cooperation with NATO cyber defence range, providing state of the art
technology for building modular environment or cyber exercises.
Role: Guardtime is responsible for specifying data provider APIs to
deliver data on the marketplace(s) and ensure data integrity and data
provenance.

Read More

i3-MARKET Impact

Each month, we will be highlighting the impact the i3-MARKET can have by
discussing with our partners what they do in i3-MARKET, why they are excited
by the project and what they think the bene ts of the project research will be.
You can learn about how i3-MARKET will help IBM on our website.

Let's stay in touch!
If you are interested in the i3-MARKET project objectives, progress and results of
activities, we encourage you to get involved and continuously follow i3MARKET's updates!
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